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The Earthly Rewards of Salvation
Acts 9:17-31
Introduction: 
The last we heard of Saul was that he was blind and waiting for someone called “Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he might receive his sight.” (9:12)
In this section Ananias arrives. Saul receives,
I. A New Base – 9:17-19
Before, his base was Jerusalem, Judaism and the Pharisees. It was based on hatred and denial of Jesus and his followers.
A. Love – 9:17


At this base, he finds: 


1. Loving Touch

When you are blind you put much dependence on touch.
﻿“﻿﻿And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and ﻿﻿laying his hands on him, on (Saul) his sworn enemy, the very one who came to Damascus to take Ananias and other believers to Jerusalem for punishment and death.”
But now it was the touch of a fellow believer.


2. Loving Talk

“he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord ﻿﻿Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and ﻿﻿be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
B. Loyalty – 9.18
﻿“Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized.”
1. He Received his Sight –
The first face he saw was Ananias’ face.

2. He was Baptized – 

This was a complete break from Judaism. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
   Remember that as a Palestinian Jew:

1. Saul believed and received eternal life on the Damascus road, (9:4-6)
2. He was water baptized, 9:18 -- That act of baptism washed away his sins – (22:16)(see Acts 2:37-38)
3.  He received the gift the Holy Spirit when he met Ananias. (9:17)

   Paul is a model of Palestinian Jewish conversion.
C. Life – 9:19
“So when he had received food, he was strengthened. ﻿﻿Then Saul spent some days with the disciples at Damascus.”
The events on the road, 
the blindness, 
the realization of his life-long error, 
the days in darkness,

the lack of food


are all over. He was strengthened in body by the food and in spirit by the fellowship.
II. A. New Belief – 9:20-22
A. Preaching It – 9:20-21


1. The Importance of his Message – 9:20
 “Immediately he preached ﻿﻿the Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God.”
This is the only time the term “Son of God” occurs in the book of Acts. It is important for Saul to know it and for the Jews in the synagogues to hear it.

2. The Impact of his Message – 9:21

﻿“Then all who heard were amazed, and said, ﻿﻿“Is this not he who destroyed those who called on this name in Jerusalem, and has come here for that purpose, so that he might bring them bound to the chief priests?” 

The Jews of Damascus had also heard of Saul’s coming. They viewed it with joy. Their hero was going to “give it” to those heretics. But instead he joins them and has become the enemy of the Jews. 

B. Proving It – 9:22

1. His Audience – 

﻿“But Saul increased all the more in strength, ﻿﻿and confounded the Jews who dwelt in Damascus.”
Paul switched sides and never missed a beat. He was more enthusiastic than ever. This time he has the truth. He confounded the Jews -- Συγχέω = confuse, confound, trouble, stir up- (Used in N.T. only 4 times all in Acts – 2:6; 9:22; 21:27,31)
Question: Which one did Saul do to them?

Answer: All of them – at one time.
2. His Aim 

“proving that this Jesus is the Christ.”                                      
He has already said that He is the Son of God - v20
This is the Gospel message! John 20:31
﻿﻿﻿“but these are written that ﻿﻿you may believe that Jesus ﻿﻿is the Christ, the Son of God, ﻿﻿and that believing you may have life in His name. 

That is Saul’s Aim

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Note: Between v. 22 and v. 23 it seems that Saul went into the desert of Arabia. Galatians 1:17 describes that time in Saul’s life.
“But when it pleased God, ﻿﻿who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that ﻿﻿I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with ﻿﻿flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

III. A New Battle – 9:23-25

A. Conspiracy Formed – 9:23-24
“Now after many days were past, ﻿﻿the Jews plotted to kill him. But their plot became known to Saul. And they (the Jews) watched the gates day and night, to kill him.”
Just as Saul before had the right to arrest “people of the way,” so also, now they could do the same to him.
Those Christians might well say, “Saul, now you know how it feels.”  What goes around, comes around! But they didn’t, of course. They helped him

B. Conspiracy Foiled – 9:25

How did Saul get away? -- One of the Christian’s homes was on the wall, so their window opened to the outside of the city.
“Then the disciples took him by night and ﻿﻿let him down through the wall in a large basket. 
Saul’s mission to Damascus did not go as planned. He entered the city blind and dependent on others to lead him. He left in a basket dependent on his intended victims to help him.

Ironically, he had become the object of the same persecution. He did get away and headed back to Jerusalem.

IV. A New Brotherhood – 9:26-29
A. Saul’s New Brother – 9:26-27

1. The fear of the Brethren – 9:26
﻿“And ﻿﻿when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a disciple.”
These disciples in Jerusalem knew first-hand what Saul had done to the believers. They didn’t trust him – and with good reason.
James wrote that the rich men prey on you all week and then they want to pray with you on Sunday. -- James 2:6-7 (paraphrase) But what about Christian love? [p. 86]
2. The friendship of Barnabas – 9:27

﻿“But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. And he declared to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had spoken to him, ﻿﻿and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.”
Βαρναβᾶς is translated “son of consolation”
When Saul needs a friend, God provides one. In Damascus, it was Ananias – In Jerusalem, it was Barnabas. He proved to be that for Saul. He took him to the apostles and told them about Saul’s experience of salvation at Damascus.
B. Saul’s New Boldness – 9:28-29
﻿“So ﻿﻿he was with them at Jerusalem, coming in and going out. And he spoke boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus and disputed against the ﻿﻿Hellenists, ﻿﻿ ﻿﻿but they attempted to kill him.”
He seems to be taking up Stephen’s ministry of disputing with the Hellenists. He received the same response from them as Stephen had. Only this time they failed.

V. A Break – 9:30-31

A.  A Period of Retirement for Saul – 9:30 [temporarily]
﻿
“When the brethren found out, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him out to Tarsus.”
Saul’s new brethren hustle him off to Caesarea, then to Tarsus, Saul’s home town.
What do you think he was doing at Tarsus? 

Saul’s movements in chapter 9 may be summarized as follows: 

1. Jerusalem (vv. 1-2)

2. Damascus (vv. 3-22)

3. Arabia (Gal. 1:17)

4. Damascus (Acts 9:23-25; Gal. 1:17; 2 Cor. 11:32-33)

5. Jerusalem (Acts 9:26-29; Gal. 1:18-20)

6. Caesarea (Acts 9:30)

7. Tarsus (v. 30; Gal. 1:21-24)

B. A Period of Rest for the Saints – 9:31

“Then the ﻿﻿churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were ﻿﻿edified.”
Galilee has been added to the list of places evangelized. The door has not yet been opened to the Gentiles, but it soon will be.
